HOT SPOTs Srebrenica – Salzburg
July 2015. Text in German and pictures by Claudia Henzler can be found here:
http://www.henzlerworks.com/hot-spots-srebrenica-salzburg/
Many thanks to Doraja Eberle and Yvonne Oswald for all the photo which they just recently sent from their arrival in
Srebrenica. Their photos show the poster with the photo I took of “old Hava” in Bosnia in 2010, and this photo poster is now
part of the Peace Art project described in the following blog.

The latest from Srebrenica:
The photos from Doraja Eberle and her aid organisation "Bauern helfen Bauern" have just arrived directly
from Srebrenica. Not only in the city center of Salzburg in Austria, will my poster installation with "old
Hava" be on view from Saturday 11 July 2015; my super sized poster (4 x 6 meter) has also arrived in
Srebrenica.
The visual bridge of peace between Salzburg/Austria and Srebrenica/Balkans must be clearly visible –
in a special way.
My Peace Art project focuses on HUMANITY – on diversity and solidarity, rather than massacre and
atrocity. Let's see whether I put too much faith in "the good in people". Perhaps it was too good to be true.
But we shall see what happens.
With any luck, the Hava poster will be shown in Srebrenica at the last minute. Although I received an
e-mail from the Srebrenica Genocide Commemoration Committee months ago, granting full approval for
the peace project I had submitted (with the proviso that it is funded), communication was extremely sparse
and also challenging. Replies from Bosnia were almost non-existent, but when I did hear anything, it was
to the effect that "things work differently in Bosnia. We take longer here. It'll be fine. You'll see. Sometimes
you won't get a definitive OK until the very last minute – and sometimes when the last minute is past, you'll
hear, 'Well, it would have been all right.'" So I relied on those words and didn't give up.

"I'll help you, even if I have to hang up the poster with my own hands" – these words from a friendly
Bosnian woman encouraged me to send the Hava poster to print, in the format 4 x 6 metres. From other
persons in Bosnia, too, came the message: "We'll take care of that. You'll see. It will be hung here right in
time – don't worry." I took them at their word and had the large poster printed. Doraja Eberle agreed to
take it with her to Bosnia.
The Hava poster has arrived in Srebrenica. Many thanks to Doraja & her team. After all, it was Doraja
who convinced me in 2010 to travel to Bosnia – far sooner than I had planned. I should come with her,
she said, and experience Srebrenica for myself. So I did, five years ago now. In July 2010, I visited
Srebrenica for four entire days, and the experience was so moving, so gripping, that ever since I couldn't
get the place, the people and their stories out of my mind.
Finally, I felt I had to put all my energy into this, and not give up, no matter what. It was too important. It
was for humanity. It was for all of us. The people of this world. So there was no giving up. That would be
like treachery, it seemed to me.
Now the time has come. The first part of my concept, focusing on peace and solidarity, is already
implemented: the workshop Vielfalt im Blick [“in Focus: DIVERSITY”], which introduced what I call the
“Salzburg Summer of Solidarity”. This title came from a moment of inspiration, and I think it's appropriate,
for that's what it's all about: solidarity with the victims of Srebrenica, but also, on a larger scale, it is about
compassion and humaneness – our "humanity" in the widest sense [the german title of my Peace Art
project is “MENSCHSEIN”, for the english translation or the titel I actually chose: “human being. being
human”].

Back to Srebrenica. In the meantime, the original statement has changed... Whereas previously, if some
part of my project was not feasible, it was due purely to lack of funds. Now the reason given is different:
the project I intended as peace art is interpreted there differently, or rather, misinterpretations of the
picture are feared.
Hava has become a political issue. Possibly (so it is now being said) it is a far too sensitive matter to
display the picture – although what it shows is simply "a little old woman".

No coffins, no guns, no violence. Nothing of that is to be seen in the picture. "Only" the face of an old
woman, wrinkled, with eyes closed.
"Only"?! Apparently this woman has such incredible power as to be frightening. She was one amongst
thousands of victims, having lost her husband and four sons. Her aura seems to be so strong, her face
evokes such diverse emotions that no-one dares to show the picture in Srebrenica. And certainly not in
that size – 4 x 6 metres. Far too big. Far too highly charged. Far too "hot", to subject the public to, at this
hot spot, as it was just twenty years ago. Suddenly, twenty years are as naught. "As though it were only
yesterday." It still sits deep.
Beware! You could burn your fingers. Let's not bother. But what does this mean? Is it a sign that peace
in Bosnia is still very fragile, not to say unstable? How far is Bosnia from Austria? Isn't it a country that
belongs to us, to Europe, to the world? So, how fragile is peace now? To pursue the question – does it
mean, then, since this image, which shows “only” an old woman, is potentially so utterly explosive, that
what we really need, is exactly what the project is appealing for: isn´t that a sign, that we are asked to be
mindful. Mindful of our humanity: What does it mean to be a “human being. being human”? What about
our HUMANITY?
Never forget. Look. Look close. Be aware. Well, how can we do this?
How can we deal with the topic of crime and punishment, and how with forgiveness? How can a
kind of co-existence be achieved where we choose human kindness, compassion and respect in the way
how we treat one another, instead of lapsing into violence and massacre, perhaps through fear that our
own aims and notions of an ideal world are in danger? I wonder how can such atrocities happen?
(picture) So will she be displayed in Srebrenica on 11 July, or will Hava have to remain rolled up? Here I
have to hand it to the Salzburg Cathedral – for that is where the installation will hang from Saturday
onwards.
Salzburg shows courage. Not that it has been easy from the start. It took quite some perseverance. It
took persistence and lots of energy, and vision, and hope, and single-mindedness. All this helped on the
way to implementing my Peace Art project “human being. being human”. During the last months, many
people said to me: "Claudia, forget it. It's far too much trouble. You'll never manage it. You don't really
belong to Salzburg. You've nothing to say here. It is a closed society and you are just not part of it."... But
then, there were others that voiced their support and encouraged me. And anyway, I just had to do it. I
couldn't give up... or at least, not for more than a few hours. There are plenty of people who can tell how I
kept knocking on their doors. But it was worthwhile. Ultimately, ALL responsible authorities were in favour
of the implementation – from Church to Town and Province, including all officials and authorities that had
considered the authorisation. Wow! So I can say from the depth of my heart:
Salzburg shows its colours: for solidarity, for humaneness, for peace. For co-operation between
people of all kinds. Precisely the aim of my Peace Art concept – with the workshop, the exhibition, and
particularly with the installation in public space. Not just anywhere, but directly on the façade of the
beautiful old Cathedral, in the very heart of Salzburg.
While Jedermann waits round the corner, Hava looks down from the Cathedral. With her dimensions of 5 x
3.33 meters, she fits exactly between the windows, like an icon – a window into a different reality. She
reminds us of the massacre in Srebrenica. She appeals to our humanity. She asks about our attitude
toward human existence, pleading with us:
NO MORE VIOLENCE like this! Never again such a massacre!
Cool Church, cool Town, cool Province, where I live! I am grateful to all those who have engaged in
this peace project – every little bit of help counts.
Three parts will be open to view: workshop – exhibition – installation. But so much more has happened in
Salzburg over recent months. Innumerable encounters have taken place, which would never have done
so without the project. People came together, who had otherwise practically nothing in common... and
precisely this keeps happening... encounters.
May many such encounters take place, in respect and diversity. Human being to human being. Throbbing
heart to throbbing heart.

What do I intend to say, with this project? Perhaps this: it is not always an easy thing to accomplish. But
isn't it worthwhile to seek this path of dialogue and peace, and to walk it together, over hill and dale?
What if, like some Indiana Jones, we embark on this life adventure? What if we regard it with a searching
gaze, fearless but curious: how can peace be achieved? It is an experiment. Shall we dare it?
For HUMANITY in fullness and diversity. In fellowship and respect. Together.
To experience what “MENSCHSEIN” means in its fullest: human being. being human.

MENSCHSEIN | human being. being human for a Salzburg Summer of Solidarity
Find all dates and information on Claudia Henzler's Peace Art project here:
http://www.henzlerworks.com/srebrenica/
May Peace prevail.

